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WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  AApprriill  2266,,  22000066
7:00 p.m. Opening Lafayette Room

opening Opening Words of Thanksgiving: “The words that come before all else”

Tadodaho, Sidney Hill of the Haudenosaunee and the Onondaga Nation

greeting Hon. Edward Davidowitz, Conference Co-Chair, New York Tribal Courts  Committee Co-Chair

7:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Dinner and Program Lafayette Room

Restorative Justice

This program will address principles of restorative justice and its use in traditional tribal judicial systems.

program chair Todd Weber, Esq.

speakers Rena Smoke, Director, Akwesasne Community Justice Program

Murray MacDonald, Esq., Crown Attorney for Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry 
Counties, Province of Ontario  

Valerie Staats, Native American Council on Alcoholism and  Substance Abuse, Inc.

Reverend Mike Smith, Shinnecock Men’s Tribal Council

commentary Marilyn John, Oneida Nation Peacemaker and Clan Mother 

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AApprriill  2277,,  22000066
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Welcoming Greetings Lafayette Room

Hon. Marcy L. Kahn, Conference Co-Chair and New York Tribal Courts Committee Co-Chair

Hon. Ann Pfau, First Deputy Chief Administrative Judge, NewYork State Unified Court System

Mr. Brian Patterson, Oneida Nation Men’s Council 

Niagara River Iroquois Dancers

8:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Plenary Session Lafayette Room

Indian Country Jurisdiction 101: An Historical Review of Native American Tribal

Sovereignty as Reflected in Federal and New York State Indian Law

This panel will provide an overview of the legal history of the exercise of sovereign jurisdiction by the Indian
Nations since the founding of the United States, and what has been done to limit it, or support it, over the
years, through United States Supreme Court decisions, acts of Congress, and executive branch policy. The
impact of these actions, as well as certain New York executive and legislative policy measures, and the legal
issues thus created will also be examined, using realistic case scenarios. Time will be reserved for a question
and answer session.

moderator Hon. Marcy L. Kahn

speakers Professor Robert Odawi Porter, Syracuse University College of Law

Professor Carrie Garrow, Executive Director, Center for Indigenous Law, 
Governance and Citizenship  

Professor Jo Ann Harris, Pace University School of Law

Peter Carmen, General Counsel, Oneida Nation

10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Morning Plenary Session Lafayette Room

Native Justice Systems in New York State

Speakers from the Indian Nations in New York will discuss the formal court systems as well as the more tra-
ditional concepts of justice used by their Nations.

moderator Hon. Edward Davidowitz 

speakers Joseph Heath, General Counsel, Onondaga Nation 

Hon. Stewart Hancock, Chief Appellate Judge, Oneida Nation 

Russ Jock, former Tribal Courts Research and Development Coordinator for the St. Regis Mohawk  Tribe 

Chief Harry Wallace, Unkechaug Nation

Hon. Robert Pierce, Administrative Judge of the Supreme Court of the Seneca Nation; Councilor of the Seneca 
Nation Council

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Lunch Horizons

keynote Speaker Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper, Onondaga Nation

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Afternoon Concurrent Sessions Lafayette: Rooms A and B

session a Indian Children in State Family Courts:

Understanding ICWA and Applying ICWA in New York  

Panelists will use frequently encountered scenarios to illustrate the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and its application in New York.

moderator Hon. Hugh Gilbert, Supervising Judge of New  York State Family Courts for the Fifth Judicial District

speakers Hon. Barbara (Cree) Potter, St. Lawrence County Family Court

Margaret Burt, Esq.

Jamie Bay, Assistant Executive Director, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe

Jamie Gilbert, Tuscarora Home School Coordinator 

or

session b Criminal Jurisdiction in Indian Country: The Application of 25 U.S.C. § 232 

This panel will address the various paths of prosecution and how the jurisdiction is actually applied and will discuss the effect of
federal law on the jurisdiction of state courts over crimes committed by Natives or non-Natives in Indian Country, the extent and
limits of federal criminal jurisdiction over Natives and non-Natives in Indian Country and the effect of federal law on the authority
of Native courts to conduct criminal prosecutions.

moderator Hon. Marcy L. Kahn

speakers Hon. Hugh Scott, U.S. Magistrate Judge, W.D.N.Y.

Peter Carmen, General Counsel, Oneida Nation

Professor Jo Ann Harris, Pace University School of Law

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Afternoon Plenary Session Lafayette Room

Problem-Solving: Hopes/ Wishes for Justice Systems and Interface Between Native and 

Non-Native Justice Systems

Meeting challenges that arise at the interface of different court systems will be the focus of this panel. Speakers will address
areas in which cross-jurisdictional efforts have proven successful and will identify others where similar initiatives might prove
fruitful, including possible development of jurisdictional protocols.

moderator Professor Carrie Garrow

co-coordinator  Hon. John Collins, Administrative Judge, New York Supreme Court, Bronx County

speakers Jamie Gilbert, Tuscarora Home School Coordinator 

Marguerite A. Smith, Esq., Shinnecock Nation Representative, Suffolk County Executive Task Force to 
Prevent Family Violence

Andrew Thomas, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe Police Department

Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper, Onondaga Nation

4:15 p.m. Closing 

Oneida Nation Dancers

Closing Remarks Hon. Hugh Gilbert, Forum Co-Facilitator 

traditional close Tadodaho, Sidney Hill of the Haudenosaunee and the Onondaga Nation
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